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Blue Falcon Music – 7 out of 10

‘Compelled to Play’ the latest album from guitarist, songwriter and singer finds an album recorded as live, and is a mixture of his songs and some well chosen covers.

Many of the covers are vastly different to the originals. ‘Got my Mojo Working’ and ‘Walking Blues’ are recordings that sound haunting, both in the guitar motifs, that look beyond the pentatonic licks and three chords of the originals and vocals that sound both haunted and resigned. ‘Baby Please don’t go’ takes it down to basics, and growly vocals, whilst ‘Mystery Train’ takes away the rockabilly bonhomie of Elvis’s version, and replaces it with a train like acoustic guitar part, and that same haunted vocal timbre.

As well as these cover versions, the album contains many of Hirsch’s original, from the playful boogie woogie stomp of ‘Guilty of Boogie’ to ‘Thank God everyday (and woman late at night)’ to the short vignette of ‘This Here Woman’. The album is finished by the solo guitar instrumental of ‘Lovin’ so Long’ which contains a clean playing style with a sympathetic, self contained guitar backing.

This album will take a while t get used to. For those of us that are used to hearing ‘Got My mojo Working’ or ‘Baby Please Don’t Go’ with drums, bass, and two guitars, or ‘Walking Blues’ as a Slide Guitar song these are entirely different versions, but if you look past these differences, this album offers a lot of good guitar playing, good songs, and performances and it rewards repeated listening.

